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Introduction

THE DESIGN OF THIS BOOK

This book contains an Introduction in which you will learn about TOEFL 1BT, and eight chapters in which
you will learn and practice the skills and strategies that will help you to succeed o.. test day. Begin using
this book by thoroughly reading this Introduction, where you will learn some general information about
TOEFL 1BT and details about the different sections of the test. Then work through the chapters.

Each chapter has four lessons: Reading, Wrniting, Listening, and Speaking. As you will learn on the
following pages, this 1s not the order o1 the sections on the TOEFL. The lessons are organized instead
to move you from a receptive skill to its expressive counterpart. In each chapter, we wiil begin by
working on your reading skills. In order to aeveiop your reading skils, you will be studying how
passages are written. That is, you will be studying someone else’s writing, which will serve as a model
for you as you enter the Wniting lesson. Similarly, we will then work on your hstening skills, and in order
to develop your listening skills, you will be studying how conversations and lectures are delivered. That
s, vou will be studying scmeone else’s speaking, which will serve as a model for you as you enter the
Speaking lesson. From time to time wathin any lesson, there will be integrated skills activities 1n which
you will read and listen then write or speak.

You will notice that the passages and activities in the eight chapters are thematically organized. The
theme of Chapter 1 is history, the theme of Chapter 2 is hard sciences, Chapter 3 is education,
Chapter 4 is business and economics, followed by social sciences, arts and literature, technology, and
sports and entertainment. These themes represent the broad range of themes that TOEFL passages
address, and they are also meant to provide variety and interest to your learning experience.

All the question types that you will encounter on TOEFL BT are covered in Chapters 1-4. Chapters
5-8 repeat coverage of the same question types using different passages and activities. In this way,
you will develop a foundational understanding in the first half of the book, then hone your skills and

understanding in the second -alf of the book.

Every lesson in every chapter includes a limited number of examples of the question types covered in
the lesson. You should know what question types to expect on the test, and how to look for distracter
answer choices in the multiple-choice questions. This book will teach you those things. However, you
will notice that chapters focus much more on explanations and activities designed to develop your
skills and strategies for TOEFL 1BT. The reason tor this tocus i1s the unique nature of TOEFL 1BT.

To succeed on this test, you must be able to read, listen, speak, and write proficiently in English.

Test Prop ansd Adrnievions
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When you are ready to practice the skills and strategies you learn from this book, use the four full-
length practice tests on CD-ROM# 1, which accompanies this book. And remember to refer to the
tutonals on the CD-ROM to review some of the information in this introduction and to learn about the
functionality, special features, and passage and question presentation on the test.

To practice your hstening skills, use CD-ROM #2, which 15 also included with this book. it contains
audio files for sample lectures, conversations, and sample responses found throughout the lessons.
Transcripts of audio files are found at the end of each chapter

TEST OVERVIEW

TOEFL 1BT: A Communicative Academic English Language Skills Test

The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is a standardized test designed to measure the
ability to understand and to use English as it is used in a North American academic setting, such as a
university. Standardized tests are widely used in the United States for college and graduate school
admissions and professional licensing. The TOEFL is produced and administered by the Educational
lesting Service (ETS), a private, not-for-profit company based in Princeton, New Jersey.

Betfore 1998, the TOEFL was based on a model of language testing known as discrete-point testing. A

_ discrete-point language test measures one isolated aspect of language knowledge and makes

project:ons from this measurement about language proficiency. For example, on earlier versions of the
test, a test taker's performance on questions that tested the meaning of vocabulary words was
considered 10 be predictive of the test taker's reading comprehension skills. A test taker's performance
on questions that tested the rules of English s=ntence structure was considered to be predictive of the
test taker's writing abilities. Over time, some people questioned how well discrete-point language
testing actually predictad test taxer abilities, though. Some test takers might perform well on the
sentence structure questions and yet not be able to write a solid, coherent essay in English. Some test
takers might perform well on the test generally and yet not be able to speak English well. ETS decided
to change the TOEFL.

The TOEFL computer-based test (CBT), which was launched in 1998, maintained some discrete-point
testing, but it included direct skill testing as well. A test taker's reading comprehension skills were
measured on the TOEFL CBT not only by his or her knowledge of the meaning of vocabulary words,
but by the ability to infer the meaning of a word from the context of a reading passage, identify the
main idea of the passage, make inferences about the author's meaning, and so on—all reading skills
that any good reader must use. A test taker's writing skills were measured on the TOEFL CBT not only
by his or her knowledge of the rules of English sentence structure, but by the abiiity to apply those

rules, as well as rules of discourse organization, vocabulary usage, and so on, in writing an actual essay.

The TOEFL Internet-based test (iBT), launched in 2005, includes no discrete-point testing. TOEFL iBT is

a direct measure of the test taker's communicative abilities in all four basic skills—reading, listening,
speaking, and writing. This change has made some test takers nervous, particularly those who have
learned about English but have not had much opportunity to use English to communicate. Perhaps
you are among this group! Whether you are nervous about taking TOEFL iBT or not, this book will help

you prepare for the TOEFL by familianz ng you with the test and by helping you tocus on the specific
skills and strategies you will need to suzeed on the test. For all test takers, it 1s important to keep n
mind that recent changes to the TOEFL are ultimately to your benefit. It is possible that you may now
need to work a bit harder to get ready for TOEFL BT, but you will then be better prepared for the
TOEFL and better prepared for your ultima‘e goal—academic study in an English-speaking
environment.

TOEFL iBT Highlights

1. TOEFL iBT measures receptive and expressive skills equally. Half the total score on the test is
based on reading and listening abilties—on how well you receive and understand English. Half the
total score is based on speaking and writing abilities—on how well you express yourself using
English. This book will help you develop your receptive and your expressive skills for the test.

2. TOEFL BT measures integrated ski'is. In the Speaking and Writing sections of the test, there are
several questions in which you mus: read and/or listen, then speak or write based on what you
read and heard. This book will sho. vou examples of the integrated skills questions and teach you

how to prepare for them.

3. TOEFL iBT contains no Structure section. As already mentioned, TOEFL 1BT includes no discrete-
point testing. Your knowledge of the grammar of English is measured within the skills sections of
the test. For example, you must correctly apply rutes of English grammar when speaking on the

fest.

4. TOEFL 3T uses more authentic language in the reading and listening passages. For exampie, in the

Listening section, speakers in a conversation may interrupt each other, just as two people naturally
do when engaged in conversation All the reading and listening passages in this book are modeied
on the TOEFL BT passages, so you will learn what to expect on the actual test.

N

TOEFL iBT allows note-taking. You can, and in fact should, take notes in every section of the test.
This book will help you develop your note-taking skills.

Introduction
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TOEFL 1BT Sections
TOEFL 1BT has tour sections:

Section Total Time Tasks

60 minutes | Read 3 passages

——— —— P e P el O —— iy e N U L ST R B TR e T

Answer 12 to 14 questions on each passage

e —

Listening 45 minutes | Listen to 2 conversations

o el m - — - P

R e P il nl b - — wE— Al T T TR T e e il

Answer 5 questions on each conversation

gy S el - - el ul el — s - T T T T ———— D T T R e SRR ]

Listen to 4 short lectures, 2 of which include student comments

b e p— e —— A e e - kel L Tt o~ T e e T T T T e P TR B R TR - e —

Answer 6 questions on each lecture

e il - T = —— T R - T R L il oy res s " T T BT e R e T A

Speaking 20 minutes | Speak based on familiar experience (2 independent tasks)

A il = el . . e T . — Py —

Speak based on a reading and/or a listening passage
(4 integrated tasks)

Write an essay based on a reading and a listening passage
(1 integrated task)

Writing 50 minutes

el . P P

I Write an essay based on a prompt only (1 independent task)

The times listed do not include the time needed to read and listen to section directions. The times
listed for the Listening and Speaking sections are close approximations. There 1s7a 10-minute break
after the Listening section.

TOEFL 1BT Scores

Each of the four sections of TOEFL 1BT is scored on a scale of O to 30. The four section scores are then
added together for a total test score of O to 120.

In addition to the section scores and total score, you will receive score descriptors as part of your
result. These descriptors are brief explanations of what the numeric scores mean in terms of language
skills and proficiency.

Most of the questions in the Reading and Listening sections are four-option multiple-choice. As you
will learn in this book, several questions in these two sections are other variations of multiple-choice.
Your raw scores—the total number of questions you answer correctly in these two sections—are
converted into scaled scores of O to 30. The speaking samples you provide in the Speaking section
and the two essays that you write in the Writing section are all rated by human raters after you have
completed your test. The scores that these human raters assign to your speaking samples and essays
are then also converted into scaled scores of O to 30.

i
E'-.
;‘;

TEST SECTIONS

Reading

Section Functionality and Special Features

Reading is the first section of TOEFL iBT. In the Reading section, reading passages appear on the nght
side of the divided computer screen, and questions appear on the left side. Because passages are

long, it i1s necessary to scroll down to read an entire passage.

The first question for a passage appears with the passage. In the Reading section, you can move
forward through questions by clicking the Next button at the top of the screen, and move back to

previous questions by clicking the Back button at the top of the screen.

The TOEFL iBT Reading section includes a review function. Clicking the Review button at the top of the
screen takes you to a Review screen where you can see all the questions in the section and their

status—answered, not answered, not yet seen.

The Reading section also has a glossary feature. A word in blue in a passage indicates that a definition
s available for the word. Clicking on the word brings up this definition.

A Help button in all sections takes you to a list of topics for which helpful explanations are available.

Use CD-ROM #1 to get a better understancing of how the passages and questions appear on the
screen in the Reading section of the test and of how the special features work

Reading Passages

The Reading section of the TOEFL measures the ability to read, understand, and analyze short
passages similar in topic and style to those that North American college and university students
encounter in their courses. The section contains 3 reading passages and 12 to 14 questions on each

passage.

Each passage is roughly 675 to 725 words in length. Passages generally follow the typical American
English organizational structure—a one-paragraph introduction, which includes a thesis statement, body

paragraphs that develop the most important points as expressed in the thesis statement, and a one-
paragraph conclusion that summarizes. Some passages may vary from this structure, such as by
containing an introduction that spreads over more than one paragraph.

Introduction
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Reading Questions ' All the language use questions refer to a word, sentence, or paragraph in the reading passage.
Whenever a question refers to a particular word or sentence in the passage, the word or sentence 1S

highlighted. You do not need to search for it. Detail questions on TOEFL 1BT identity the particular
paragraph in which the answer can be found, so you do not need to scan the passage in order to find

the location of an answer to a detail question.

There are 13 different types of TOEFL 1BT Reading section questions. They can be divided into three
general categornies, according to what each is testing: (1) understanding of language use, (2) basic
comprehension, and (3) the ability to read to learn.

Language use questions test understanding of how language 1s used to express meanings and ot how
to determine these meanings while reading. For example, one type of language use question tests
understanding of the meaning of a word. Basic comprehenston questions test understanding ot details
presented In a passage, general understanding of the main idea of a passage, and the ability to make
inferences based on information In a passage. Reading-to-learn questions test the ability to analyze
and synthesize information while reading; in other words, they test the ability to learn while reading.
For example, one of these questions tests the ability to summarize the most important points of a
reading passage.

All Reading section questions are four-option multiple-choice, with the exception of coherence
questions, details-related-to-the-main-idea schematic table questions, and most-important-points
questions. These last two question types are also different from the others because they are each
worth more than one point. A note appears with these questions telling you their point value.

Use CD-ROM #1 to get a better understanding of how the questions appear on the screen in the
Reading section of the test.

Following is an overview of the question types you will find in the Reading section of TOEFL 1BT. The

number of each type per test 1s an approximation. The number on the actual test that you take may vary. Listening

Language-use questions constitute about half of the total Reading section questions. o _ - .. .
618 i 5 : Beginning in the Listening section and continuing through to the Writing section, you wear

Internng word meaning from context 7 to 9 per test | headphones that have a special microphone for speaking. Once you have your headphones on, you
— R have the opportunity to set the volume befure proceeding. After the section begins, a Volume button

Language Use: These questions generally fall at the beginning of the set tor a passage. ' | ' 1 Section Functionality and Special Features
!

Locating a referent 3 per test *-
: - ’ S — at the top of the screen can be used to change the volume at any time.
. Defining a key term | or 2 pertest h_ | "

Underctand * . i - ' t the top of the screen to move through the Listening section. On

Understanding rhetorical function % or 4 per test | You use OK and Next buttons atinetop orihe scre 8 5 |
4 e — | choosing an answer for a question, you must click Next then OK to proceed to the next question. The
 Paraphrasing 2 o1 5 per test OK button serves to confirm each answer choice, as it is not possible to return to any question in the
| Understanding coherence 3 per test Listening section.

- alelipipligon g

While conversations and lectures play, photos of people in academic settings appear on the screen.
These photos are sometimes helpful in providing context to the conversation or lecture. For example,

Und ding detail o the photo for a conversation between a student and a librarian may show two people in a library with
naerstanding details d 1o 10 per test one of them—the librarian—seated behind a reference desk. The photos do not offer any information

Drawing an inference 3 or 4 per test ] that is directly relevant to answering the questions.
_—lrdentlfymg the main idea I per test ' After a conversation or lecture has finished, questions appear on the screen one at a time. Each

question is spoken by a narrator as it appears on the screen, though answer choices are not. A few

Reading to Learn: These questions generally fall at the end of the set for a passage. L=t | _ arPals . : y t o
There are about 5 total reading-to-learn questions in the Reading section. Listening section question types require listening again to an excerpt rrom the conversation or lecture.
In these cases, a photo appears on the screen as the excerpt plays.

Interring the author’s opinion or attitude - _,
Understanding details as they relate to the main idea A Help button in all sections takes you to a list of topics for which helpful explanations are available.
(multiple choice)

- ' Use CD-ROM #2 to get a better understanding of how the conversations and lectures play.
Understanding details as they relate to the main idea 1 per test

Summarizing the most important points 2 per test

Basic Comprehension: These questions constitute roughly a third of the total Reading
section questions.
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Listening Passages

The Listening section of the TOEFL measures the ability to understand English as it is spoken in North
Amencan academic settings. The section contains:

* 2 conversations between two people, each followed by 5 questions
* 2 lectures with student comments and questions, each followed by 6 questions

* 2 straight lectures, each followed by 6 questions

The conversations are generally between a student and a professor or other university staff member,
such as a libranan, counselor, administrative assistant in a university office, and so on. The conversations
are often of a problem/resolution type, where the student needs assistance from the other person and
must explain his or her needs in an attempt to obtain the desired assistance, and the other person
attempts to assist the student. The conversations average two and a half minutes or more.

The lectures are on a range of topics, covering anything from American history, art, and business to
hard science topics such as chemistry and geography to social science topics such as psychuogy and
soctology. The lectures do not assume specialized knowledge, nor do they assume extensive
knowledge of United States culture, government, history, etc. Lectures average four to five minutes.

Markers of authentic speech—such as pauses, tratling off, interruptions, hesitations, false starts
(e.g. "'mnot ... 1don't really know the answer to that question”), and colloquial language

(e.g., "The saientists were kind of surprised by the results”)—are evident in both the conversations
and lectures.

Listening Questions

There a-e 7 different question types on the TOEFL iBT Listening section. You can expect to find most or
all of these question types on the lectures, but only 3 or 4 of them on the conversations. Like the
Reading section questions, Listening section questions can be divided into three general categories,

according to what each is testing: (1) understanding of language use, (2) basic comprehension, and

(3) the ability to listen to learn. ,

;‘_“-‘-.'l‘ﬁ_ﬁ.ﬂf_ _“’f&;'q‘"rl:..p— ..-"'.--" :“';-l,\.-.f..?'q-_' "ﬂ‘;:h" i ' 1..__1.,._..?_..-_‘,‘ - a . I- o '_-,I_ I . . - ; .
o d . . ' N
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Following is an overview of the question types you will find in the Listening section of the TOEFL. The
number of each type per test 1s an approximation. The number on the actual test that you take may vary.

Understanding a speaker’s implication 3 to S per test
Understanding an idiomatic expression in context 1 or 2 per test

Understanding rhetorical function

Language Use

Identifying the main idea (lectures only) 4 per test

12 to 14 per test

Understanding details

5 1o 5 per test

Summarizing the most important points (lectures only) 2 per test

For most of the language use questions, you will hear an excerpt—that is, a repeated portion—from the
conversation or lecture which contains a word, expression, or comment that is the focus of the
question. You should listen carefully to these excerpts, and you should also think back to the broader

context of the conversation or lecture as you hear the excerpt.

Drawing an inference

All Listening section questions ere four-option multiple-choice, with the exception of most-important-
points questions. This question type comes 1n two formats, both of which present five options. In the
first format, you must choose the three correct answers from the five choices. In the second format,
you must click yes or no for each oi the five options. In addition, one or two of the detail questions on
lectures may ask you to choose two correct answers out of four options.

Use CD-ROM #1 to get a better understanding of how the questions appear on the screen in the
Listening section of the test.

Speaking

Section Functionality and Special Features

The first thing you must do in the Speaking section is to adjust the microphone on your headset. This
adjustment is done automatically as you respond to an easy question that appears on the screen.

There are six tasks in the Speaking section. In each case, you listen to and read both the directions and
the task. Two of the tasks include reading passages and a conversation or lecture, and two others
include a conversation or a lecture only. For each task, you speak for 45 or 60 seconds.

The timing throughout this section is pre-set. That is, unlike in the Reading and Listening sections, you do
not choose when you have finished one question and are ready to move to the next. Instead, you have a

given amount of time to listen to the task, prepare your response, and respond before the next task begins.

Introduction
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While conversations and lectures that are part of tasks play, photos of people in academic settings
appear on the screen. These photos provide minimal context to the conversation or lecture. They do
not offer any information that is directly relevant to answering the questions.

A Help button in all sections takes you to a list of topics for which helpful explanations are available.

Use CD-ROM #1 to get a better understanding of how the reading passages, conversations, lectures,

and questions appear on the screen and play in the Speaking section of the test, as well as of how the
special features work.

Speaking Tasks

The Speaking section contains six tasks on a range of topics. Tasks 1 and 2 are independent speaking
tasks—you respond to a short prompt by speaking about a familiar topic. You are scored on your ability
to speak clearly and coherently. Tasks 3 through 6 are integrated skills tasks—you read and/or listen

,. first, then speak about what you have read and heard. You may take notes while you read and listen,
and use your notes to help prepare your responses. You are scored on your ability to speak clearly and

coherently, as well as your ability to accurately synthesize and summarize the information you've read
and heard.

Following is an cverview of the six tasks in the Speaking section of the TOEFL.

L e e B

| Time Task

—

1 | 15 seconcsto prepare | Speak about a familiar topic.
45 secondas to speak

il iy o

I mibih —

e e e s, o - - e ae—— A T el =

2 | 15 seconds to prepare | Express and support an opinion based on a familiar experience.
45 seconds 10 speak

5 | 30 seconds to prepare | Read an announcement (of 100 words or less) about a l _

60 seconds to speak university life topic, listen to a conversation (about one minute
In length) on the same topic, then respond to a question by
summarizing what you have read and heard.

| 30 seconds to prepare
60 seconds to speak

Read an academic passage (of 100 to 125 words), listen to a
lecture (about one and a half minutes in length) on the same

topic, then respond to a question by summanizing what you have read
and heard and by expressing and supporting an opinion on the topic.

20 seconds to prepare
60 seconds to speak

Listen to a conversation (about one and a half to two minutes

in length) between two students discussing some type of

problem and two positions or solutions, then respond to a question
by summarizing what you have heard and by expressing and
supporting an opinion on the topic.

6 | 20 seconds to prepare | Listen to a lecture (about one and a half to two minutes in

60 seconds to speak length) on an academic topic, then respond to a question by
summarizing and expressing information based on what you have
heard.

Yoot Prap and Admiscionn
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Writing

Section Functionality and Special Features

There are two tasks in the Writing section. The first involves listening to a lecture, so you keep your
headphones on until you begin writing your essay for the first task.

Hand writing an essay is no longer an option on TOEFL iBT. You must type both your essays. It you do
not know how to type well, you should take typing lessons before taking the test.

While a lecture that is part of the first task plays, a photo of a professor appears on the screen. This
photo provides minimal context to the lecture. It does not offer any information that is directly relevant

to the essay that you must write.
You have the ability to cut, copy, and paste as you type your essays.

A Help button in all sections takes you to a list of topics for which helpful expianations are available.

Use CD-ROM #1 to get a better understanding of how the reading passage, lecture, and questions
appear on the screen and play in the Writing section of the test, as well as of how the special features

work.

Writing Tasks

The Writing section contains two tasks. Task 1 is an integrated skills task—you read and listen first, then
you write an essay based on what you have read and heard. You may take notes while you read and
listen, and use your notes to help prepare your essay. You are scored on how well you select and
correctly present information from the lecture as it relates to information in the reading passage, as
well as on how well you write generally. Task 2 is an independent writing task—you write an essay on a
familiar topic based on a short prompt. You are scored on how well you address the topic, as weli as
how well you organize the essay and use vocabulary and grammar.

Following is an overview of the two tasks in the Writing section of the TOEFL.

e [

3 minutes to read Read an academic passage (of 250 to 275 words)
2 minutes to listen listen to a lecture (up to two minutes in length) on the same topic,

20 minutes to write then respond to a question by summarizing what you have read
and heard

30 minutes to writc Write about a familiar topic

Introduction
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INSTALLING CD-ROMS | USING THE APPLICATION—MAJOR SECTIONS OF THE SOFTWARE

System Requirements

Windows

Win 98 SE, NT 4.0 5P6, ME, 2000, XP

Pentium® 266 MHz or higher

60 MB hard disk space

64 MB RAM

800 x 600, 16-bit high color monitor

SoundBlaster-compatible sound card, mouse, speaker, microphone

4x CD-ROM or faster

Printer (optional)

Note: an Internet connection is required for the Web features of the program.

Macintosh®
Mac OS 8.6 9.1, 9.2.2, 10.1.3, 10.1.5, 10.2.4, 10.2.8, 10.3, 10.53.7, 10.3.8
PowerPC® G3, G4, or faster
120 MB hard disk space
64 MB RAM
800 x 600, 24-bit color depth
Sound output device, sound input device, mouse
: Printer (optional) . )
Note: an Internet connection is required for the Web features of thie program.

Tutorials—familiarize yourself with the ditierent types of questions and strategies for answenng

these questions
Test Center—take up to four full-length practice TOEFL €xams

Installing and Launching the Software (CD-ROM #1)

Windows ™ My Test Scores—review your results on practice tests you've taken
This CDROM has the AutoPlay feature enabled. Insert the COROM and wait a few seconds for the _ O More Information—learn more about the English language programs provided by Kaplan and
installation to begin. Click on the Install Program button and then follow the on-screen instructions. about the TOEFL 1BT ,
If the CDROM does not start automatically: _ kaptest.com—-go to the Kaplan English Programs area of our website to iearn more about the
1. Click on the Start button on your Windows Taskbar and then click on Run. exam '
2. Type in “d:\setup.EXE” where “d” is the letter of your COROM drive (ex. If your drive letter is “e” '
then you would type in “e:\setup.EXE") into the Open box and dlick on OK. " About the Audio Files (CD-ROM #2) ‘
3. Follow the on-screen instructions. - @ Every time you must listen to an audio passage within a lesson, you will see this headphone icon.

ember that the

4. Once installation is complete, double-click on the TOEFL icon on your desktop to start the program. The information next to this icon will indicate which audio file you should listen to. Rem

transcripts for all audio files are labelled and found at the end of each chapter.

Macintosh® ' ' o | .
Once you have inserted the CDROM into the drive, wait for the CDROM icon to appear on your S Audio files are found on CD-ROM #2, and you will simply insert the CD-ROM into your computer to

desktop and then double-click on it.

Double-click on the file called “Install TOEFL” and follow the on-screen instructions. You may need to
restart your computer. To launch the program, double-click the TOEFL icon in the TOEFL tolder.

access them. |
Double click on the file referenced in your book. The files are called out in each chapter as you will

need to access them. Complete transcripts are found at the end of each chapter.

Please note that you must use a computer, not portable stereo.

SO . TN £ W ST ARG ¢ S SO "l I "
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Audio files are labelled as foliows.

Ol
02.
03
04.
05.

06

07/.

08
C9

1L, Note-Taking Practice
1S, Task 1
1S, Task 6 Lecture
1S, Task 6 Prompt
1S, Task 6 Sample Response
2R, Note-Taking Practice
2W, Essay Practice
2W, Essay Prompt
L, Practice 1

2L, Practice Z

. 2L Practice 3¢
. 21. Practice 3b
. 2L, Practice 4

. 2L, Practice 5a
. 2L, Practice 5b

24, Practice 5¢

- 2t Outliming Practice

. 25, Task 2

. 25, Task Z Semple Response
. 25, 7ask 5

. 2S5, Task 5 Piorpt

. 25, Task 5 Semiple Respornse
. 3L, Outhning Pracuice

. 35, (in)formal Practice

. 35, Task 3 Narrator

23S, Task 3 Discussion

. 35S, Task 3 Prompt

. 3, Task 3 Sample Response

. 3S, Synth/Summary Narrator

. 35, Synth/Summ Conversation
. 3S, Synth/Summary Prompt

. 35, Synth/Summary Response
. 4R, Summary Source Practice

. 4W, Essay Practice

. 4W, Essay Prompt

. 4L, Note-Taking Practice

4 Conversation

4S, Task 4 Narrator
4S, Task 4 Lecture
45, Task 4 Prompt

. 45, Task 4 Sample Response
. 4S More Practice Narrator

. 45, More Practice Lecture

. 45, More Practice Prompt

45, More Practice Response

5L, Note-Taking Practice

. 51, Outlining Practice

55, Practice Sample One

- 55, Practice Sample Two

- 55, Task 1 Prompt 1

. 55, Task 1 Sample Response 1
. 55, Task 1 Prompt 2

55, Task 1 Sample Response 2

. 5S, Task 6 Lecture |
. 55 Task 6 Prompt |

55, Task € Semiple Response 1

7. 5S Task 6 Lecture 2
. 55, Task 6 Prompt 2

5S, Task 6 Sampie Response 2

ok, Note-Taking Practice

>

. 6L, Details Practice

. 6L, Note-Taking Practice

. 6S, Task 2 Sample Opinion

. 6S, Task 2 Prompt

. 65, Task 2 Sample Response

. 6S, Task 5 Conversation 1

. 6S, Task 5 Prompt 1

. 65, Task 5 Sample Response 1
. 6S. Task 5 Conversation 2

6S, Task 5 Prompt 2

. 6S, Task 5 Sample Response 2
. 7L, Note-Taking Practice

. 7L, Main idea Practice

. 7L, Combined Skill Practice

/5.
/6.
77
/8.
79.
80.
81.
8BZ.
83.
84

75, Task 3 Narrator

7S, Task 3 Conversation 1

75, Task 3 Prompt 1

7S, Task 3 Sample Response |
7S, Task 3 Narrator 2

7S, Task 3 Conversation 2

75, Task 3 Prompt 2

7S, Task 3 Sampie Response 2
8W, Ncte-Taking Practice

8W. Essay Practice

85.
86.

8W, Essay Prompt
8L, Note-Taking Practice

87. 8L, Question Type 3

88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94,

8S, Task 4 Lecture 1

8S, Task 4 Prompt 1

8S, Task 4 Sample Response |
8S Task 4 Narrator

8S, Task 4 Lecture 2

8S, Task 4 Prompt 2

8S, Task 4 Sampie Response 2

Introduction 15
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Chapter 1: Lesson Set 1

This chapter covers the first lessons of reading, writing, listentng, and speaking skills and strategies you
will need to do your best on the TOEFL. Make sure to complete all the practice exercises and sample
questicns so that you can get the most out of this chapter.

LESSON T—READING: INTRODUCTION TC THE READING PASSAGE

In this first lessen, we will cover some reacing skiils and strategies that will help you succeed on test
day. You wili ai<o learri about some of the different question types fcund on the Reading secuon of the
TCOEFL. it you veent 10 proceed with miore reading strategies wnen you tinish this iesson, 1in to
|.escon 2—Reading: Details and Transitions in Chapter 2.

r! g o 4 1,""%-- " W L - e T . -
RS !F‘siia_t{fud_mzl (s ¢ \memg Passage

Before we review some reading strategies, let's learn a little more abaout the passages you will find in
the Reading section of the TOEFL. TOEFL reading passages follow the typical organizational structure of
academic English- there 1< an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conciusion.

Let's start with the beginning of any passage, the introduction. The introduction provides some
important general information about a passage. Here are some things you should consider as you read
an introduction.

« The first sentence n the introductory parazraph often establishes the topic of the reading; that s,
it tells what the reading is generally about. As you read the introduction, you should ask
yourself, “What is the topic of this passage?”

 Another questicn you should ask yourself as you read the introduction 1s, “Are the remaining
sentences in the ntroduction more general or more specific than the first sentence?
Sentences that are more specific serve to more clearly define the topic.

« The last sentence In the introduction is often a thesis statement. A thesis statement introduces
the main idea that the reading passage will develop. Ask yourself, “What is the thesis of this
passage?”

Theme—History
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It you ask yourselt these questions as you begin reading, you will be able to 'earn about the topic and
thesis of the passage, and you may also learn something about the organization and the function of
the passage.

The Body Paragraphs of a Reading Passage

The introduction is followed by body paragraphs. These present and develop the most important
points of the passage. Here are some things you should consider as vou read body paragraphs.

- The first sentence of each body paragraph 1s often a topic -entence; that is, it presents the
topic of the paragraph. As you read each body paragraph, you should ask yourself, “What is the
topic of this peragraph?’

- The remainder of each body paragraph presents key details that support the topic. Ask
yourselt, “What are the most important points expressed in this paragraph?”

It you ask yourself these questions as you read, you witl be able (o learn about the miost importar:.
points 1 the passage, as well as the organization ana the function cf the passage.

The Conclusion of a Reading Passage

ihe conclusion 1s usuaily the final paragraph of a reading nassage. Occasionally, @ conclusion is ot a

the most important points expressed in the pessage. it docs not present anv new information.

Rhetorical Function

M

Another important feature of the passages ycu will be reading is their rhetorical function. The speciiic.
purpose of an acedemic writing 1s called nis rhetorical function: this relers 1o how the author intends te
persudde the reader that the content of the wiiting is scund and believatle. Some of the ways that the
author can convince the reader include:

+ defining

- describing

+ exemplifying
» explaining

It is important that you understand what rhetorical function is because the TOEFL Reading section -
includes 3-4 questions on this topic.

Now that you know the basics, it's time to cover some reading strategies.

Chapter 1: Lesson Set 1

Skimming

Skimming 1s a reading process in which you read quickly to identify important points and don't focus
on specific details. Skimming a passage is a fast and effective way to determine its main idea, most
important points, organization, and what type of text it is. There are a few key purposes for skimming:

+ Identifying the thesis statement and topic sentences of the passage
» Recognizing the basic organization of the passage

 Noting repeated key words in the passage

Because the TOEFL is a timed test, you won't be able to read through every passage thoroughly, so
skimming 1s critical. Use the Skimming Practice to improve this important skill.

Skimming Practice

Skim this passage on the Underground Railroad and answer the questions that follow.

The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad was one of the most fascinating and gripping phenomena to
emcrge from the brutal period of American slavery. In fact, 1t was neither underground nor
anv kind of railroad, but an intricate, loosely organized, and highly secretive network of
people dedicated to helping black slaves escape from bondage in the southern states to
freedom in the northern United States, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean. Because few of
its members dared to keep records of their activities, much of the Railroad’s history has
been transmitted orally, or lost. Nevertheless, 1t 1s possible to reconstruct a vivid picture of
the people involved and the great challenges they faced.
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